Southern Organizing Working Group

Pre-Conference Session at the Neighborhood Funders Group Annual Conference

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Tuesday October 25th , 2011

8:30am – 11:30am

The Southern Organizing Working Group (SOWG) is an emerging network of local, regional and national funders committed to facilitating joint learning, collaboration and leveraging of new resources to help build a vibrant and enduring infrastructure for social justice in the US South.   Please join us as we host an orientation and update session for current and prospective Working Group members and kick-off our Southern Social Justice Dialogue Series in a pre-session convening at the Neighborhood Funders Group Annual Conference in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Membership Orientation, Update, and Connections -  8:30am – 9:30am

The membership orientation will introduce current members and those interested in SOWG to the work of the group, including: a preview of findings on the landscape of social justice organizations in the region from our As the South Goes research initiative on social justice philanthropy in the South; an exploration of opportunities for leveraging our shared interest in the South; and an update on learning opportunities sponsored by SOWG in the coming year.  

Southern Social Justice Dialogue Series – 9:45am – 11:30am

“The Miner’s Canary: The South and the Fate of the Nation”

Like the canaries that warned miners of toxic environments, regressive policies and practices taking root in the South today are bellwethers for similar policies and practices on the national stage tomorrow.  At the same time, strong social justice strategies and campaigns are being advanced to combat these trends, and demographic shifts in the region point to untapped opportunities for community and coalition building.  

SOWG’s first Southern Social Justice Dialogue will offer an analysis of the major bellwether Southern trends and policies related to labor and worker rights, immigration, and civic engagement, and provide examples of effective strategies used to push back against these policies in the South.  The purpose of this session is to engage funders in a dialogue about what we can learn from the struggle for social justice in the South that can be applied to efforts in other parts of the country.  The discussion will be moderated by Flozell Daniels, Jr., President and CEO, Foundation for Louisiana, and presenters are: Chris Kromm, Executive Director, Institute for Southern Studies, Derrick Johnson, Executive Director, Mississippi One Voice and Mississippi NAACP State President, and Maria del Rosario Rodriguez, Executive Director, Florida Immigrant Coalition.

To learn more about the conference or register for this session:  SOWG Pre-Conference Session
If you plan to be at the conference but can’t make the session, plan to join SOWG members for a dinner conversation Tuesday, October 26th, at 6:30 p.m., during the dinner hour.  Location TBD (info on this available at the conference). 

If you cannot make the NFG conference this year or make this pre-conference session but would like to join the Working Group and learn about our Dialogue Series, research project, and other activities, please contact SOWG’s Coordinator, Julie Mooney at southernorganizingworkinggroup@gmail.com.

